SELECTIONS | 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS. 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received from the 16th to the 22nd of February, 1870. 


THE Benares Gazette of the 4th of J anuary opens with 


some remarks condemnatory of the postal arrangements at, 
Benares. 


The Social Science Congress of the 4th of February, the 
Dubdubba Sekundree of the 7th, and the Malwa Ukhkbar of the 
9th, do not require special notice. 


The Punjabi Ukhbar of the 11th of February: publishes 
some items from Bokhara and Cabul. The writer.says that 
the Ameer of Bokhara has sent out a force against Budakshan,: 
and in his difficulties the ‘“ Meer Budakshan” has appealed to 
the Ameer of Cabul, who having profited in experience by his- 
visit to Hindosthan, and remembering the advice given by the’ 
Government of Hind, will not interfere in this or the affairs’ 
of any other country. He has accordingly sent an agent to the 
Shah of Bokhara to represent his disapproval of this attack, as’ 
Budakshan is not within his (the Shah of Bokhara’s) bound- 
ary at all, and that moreover the ‘* Meer Budakshan”’ is the: 
Governor of it. ‘After this a disturbance took place on the‘ 
frontier of Turkisthan, and the Ameer prepared for war, and 
got ready a force for the Meer Mahmood Shah.” “ It is further 
said, that the Shah of Bokhara having heard: that his posses- 


sionsdid not extend beyond the River Oxus, and that Budak- 


shan is'in the territories af the Ameer of Cabul,:has recalled :his 
troops. It is well known, or currently reported in Cabul, that: 
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the Shah of Bokhara intends to make Sirdar Abdul Rhyman. 


Khan Governor over two districts in his country, and that he 
receives him with great hospitality.” 


The Aligurh Institute Journal of the 11th, of February, 
referring to the question of the Delhi Gazette concerning the 
acceptance of the Viceroyalty of India by His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Edinburgh, if it were offered, says—‘*‘ why should it 
not be offered to him? We cannot imagine a simpler and better 
way of commenting the attachment of India to England than 
placing in the Viceregal chair a Prince of the Blood Royal of 
England. We invite consideration by our brethren of the 
Vernacular Press of the following question :—Shall we, the 
people of Hindoosthan, invite, by unanimous vote and accla- 
mation, the second son of our Queen to be our ruler, and to 
dwell amongst us? Should there be such a thing in Indiaas 
public opinion, we would be glad to see it expressed upon this 
point.” | 


An account of the opening of the New School-house at Ali- 
gurh on Monday, the 7th instant, by His Honor the Lieute- 
nant Governor, is given, His Honor was accompanied by 
Lady Muir and Party, and the Director of Public Instruction, 
North-Western Provinces. ‘* The large Central Hall of the 
School-house, well furnished and tastefully and appropriately 
decorated for the occasion, was crowded with visitors—Native 
and European,—the members of the Aligurh Scientific Society, 
and the Local, Educational, and Municipal Committees, the 
boys awarded prizes, occupying a prominent place,” &c., &e. 
The account goes on to state that the room was not sufficiently — 
large to accommodate the crowd of spectators, many of whom 
had to stand at the various doors and windows. Mr. Chase, 
the Magistrate and Collector, read a paper in English, giving 
the history and present standing of the school; and Moulvie © 
Mahomed Ismaeel, Vernacular Editor to the Aligurh Institute 
Gazette, read the translation of it in the vernacular for the 
information of the meeting. 


Fade 
~” Rajah Jeykishen Dass (who was mentioned by Mr. Chase 

tn his address as having been careful in his supervision of tho 
work of building the New School-house) then addressed the 
| meeting at length, pointing out what the Native community 
‘owe to the Government and to Sir Muir, as “‘ the most liberal 
‘patron of our own and our children’s welfare and happiness, ”’ 
and the gratification it afforded the Meeting to see His Honor 
among them, &c., &c., expressive of the great influence his 
‘Honor’s presence lent to the meeting, and the general bene- 
fits the school would, he hoped, confer upon their children by 
imparting to them the blessings of knowledge, &e., &e. Sir 
William Muir then rose and first addressed himself in English 
to the ladies and gentlemen present, expressing his acknow- 
ledgments to those who had aided the building and enumerat- 
ing the benefits anticipated from its erection. 


His Honor then addressed the Native audience in the Hin- 
doosthanee language, complimenting Rajah Teekum Singh, 
Rajah Jeykishen Dass, and the Talookdars and chief men of 


Aligurh, upon the elegance and suitability of the building, 
and, on the part of Government, thanking those who assisted 


in the erection of the building from its foundation in April last, 
by Mr. George Lawrence, to the Municipality, who contribut- 
ed one-half of the cost in adJition to Rs. 300 per month to- 
wards its maintenance; Sir William also paid a just tribute 
to the memory of alate teacher, Lalla Benee Pershad (deceased), 
who he said “‘ laid the foundations of its present prosperity.” 


His Honor also alluded to the accommodation which the 
boarding-house attached to the school will afford for the recep- 
tion of the most deserving scholars of the Tehseelee and Hul- 
kabundee Schools, many of whom, he said, are well advanced - 
in their studies, and filled with the praiseworthy ambition of 
completing their education at the Zillah school, and eventually 
at Roorkee, Agra, or some other College; for such there would 
soon be ample accommodation near the school, where a careful 
moral supervision could be maintained. 


a ae e 


ffir William concluded by alluding to the pamphlet on;edu- 
“ational progress in India, written and published in England 
by his friend Syud Ahmed Khan, who tells a-story of having 
visited: a village school-house, and found a cow tied up in it; 
whence he draws his disparaging conclusions regarding the 
education imparted in the village schools. Sir William pro- 
ceeded to say that in marching through the district he had 
ample means of satisfying himself that the education acquired 
at these village schools is generally good, and bears marks of 
labour and industry, altogether inconsistent with Syud Ahmed 
Khan’s conclusions; and His Honor in support of his state- 
ment instanced a class he had met the day previous, which 
had read as far as the ** eleventh book of Euclid.”” His Honor 
considers the numbers, as compared with the population, quite 
inadequate. He said that * the remedy does not lie in unfair 
detraction, but rather in your own hands;” that if there was a 
better plan it should be pointed out; that he did not think 
there is a better; and that Government is doing all in its 
power to aid the vast work, &c., &c. 


Sir William once more congratulated the meeting on their 
new building, and declared it open. After which His Honor 
distributed the prizes; and inthe evening the school-house, city, 
Achul Tank and Pagoda, were brilliantly illuminated, ‘‘ and a 
brilliant and costly display of fireworks, almost outshining the 
exhibition before the Prince at “— ” gonclyded the cere- 
mony. 


The Unjumun Hind of the 12th of February does not -_ 
for special notice. : 


The Rohilkhund Ukhbar of the i 2th of February, under 
the heading ‘ Benefits,of Learning,” publishes some remarks 
upon the censéqueneds of ignorance amongst the lower orders. 
The writer considers that fever, small-pox, and other diseases, 

» would not be sq prevalent if people were acquainted with. the 
pauses which Jead to their prevalence and. spread; that the 
wise and learned, he says, are not ignorant of these causes, 
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and ‘are aware that fever and such like’ pestilenses “are ‘éasily 
spread, and that the poor are constantly suffering and: dying 
from their: effects; the principal reason being ‘tliat the’ houses 
of the lower orders are so filthy that impure air is generated 
and inhaled. by the people, :whereas, if they only knew that 
pure air is essential to good health, they would .keep their 
houses clean and free from' impurities. Another. cause the 
writer alludes to.is the assemblage of people in: sick rooms, 
where: the atmosphere is impregnated with impurities, : the 
people assembled inhale it, and sicknéss is the result... He 
goes.on to say that the benefits of vaccination are very. little 
understood, and that the masses of the people being fatalists 
do not approve of, or believe in, any earthly remedy for the 
prevention of evils,. The consequence is, that they place. the 
lives of their children in jeopardy, and by their, ignorance and 
their belief in ‘fate,’ actually encourage disease rather than 
ward it off. All this he attributes to gross ignorance, and he 
says,—‘' The people do not know that the air of a closed houge 
is impure, and its effects injurious;” but because they can- 
not see the air, or perceive its effects on the senses, they act 
as if air had no existence at.all. In some houses: the windows 
are so contrived that they will not open; while in others, 
though there may be windows that will open, those who live 
in the house do not care to open them. In England, tailors, 
weavers, chumars, and other workmen, sit on the ground from 
morning till evening at their work, and do not open their 
windows for a quarter of an hour: they breathe impure air, 
and their faces bear a yellow tinge, clearly showing how their 
health is affected; and, although the ill effects are not at once 
felt, still it works by degrees, producing fever and other diseases. 
Ji,does not cost anything to keep-a door or.a, window open for 
a time, and there is.‘nothing like pure. ari : but because it can 
ue hsah foe eeting: » no one appneciatan i i 


: “The pvewae of the ‘14th of mae ved “a ‘dee: 
‘00. Bharain of the 10th do not call for special notice, .. 
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-"” Phe Koh-i- Noor of the 12th of February offers some remarks 
‘upon the destruction of female children... The writer says 
that, although Government has done its best to put a stop to 
this inhuman practice, still the arrangements are not. yet com- 
plete. ‘‘ Cases are both seen and heard.of, and the matter has 
been for some time before the Legislative Council. Moreover, 
Sir William Muir has determined on placing before the Coun- 
cil a Special Act on this subject, and which he is now prepar- 
ing. It is therefore hoped that a rule will soon come into 
‘force concerning this:”’ _ 


The Karnama of the 14th February notices a case which 
has lately occupied the attention of Mr. Lincoln, Civil Judge 
of Lucknow. The writer prefaces his article with the expla- 
nation that when a remarkable case is decided by an able and 
just officer, the editors of newspapers are only too glad to 
make its particulars public. The present: case is described as 
having been very intricate, ‘‘ and got up to deceive the Civil 
- Judge—a most just investigator of subtleties, hard-working, and 
‘wise, before whom no amount of smartness can have sway.” 
The story is, that ‘‘ the son of a respectable Resildar, Afzul 
Hoosain, claimed his wife, and wanted tv remove her from her 
father’s house, which was objected to by the mother (who is a 
school-mistress in some Missionary School), on the ground that 
the woman had changed her faith. The case came into Court, 
each party being assisted by Pleaders—European and Native; 
and the Missionary and his wife were also in court. The 
defendant was called in and her defence heard—change of faith 
being the defence set up, and it was said that the husband | 
knewofit.”” ‘At this stage of the proceedings all became con- 
fused; and it struck those in court that if the presiding officer 
dissolved the marriage on this careless explanation, the oppor- 
tunity afforded to females of practising these frauds would be 
perfect; for, when husbands make arrangements for the profli- 
gacy of their wives, this excuse of change of faith will be brought 
forward, and missionaries will bear witness. But when the 
eourt took into consideration all the bearings of the case, and 
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heard the arguments on both sides, ‘the certainty of fraud 
became ‘clear, and it passed orders that the plaintiff should give 
as security Rs. 100; that he would abstain from annoying his 
wife, and take her over. The writer adds, that all who heard. 
this decision were loud in praise of the Judge: for had this 
gentleman been deceived by this made-up statement of the 
woman, and had dissolved the marriage and set the woman 
free, it would have shown great weakness in the Government 
arrangements, and the custom of female education would have 


suffered, as respectable people would have objected to —_— 
female children to school. 


It is said that. during the great bathing ceremony at Be- 
nares, on the 17th of January, many persons were wounded 
and trampled to death by the crowd, while two were drowned. 


The Sholatoor of the 15th of February states that certain 
thieves having adopted a system of robbery in the three Presi-: 
dencies separating in bands for the purpose, and: meeting again 
after one year to divide the spoil, the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces has adopted measures for their capture ; and 
that one of the gang, which went from Bombay to Nagpore, a 
person, by caste a Brahmin, has been siezed, and confessed 
that from generation to generation the trade he followed was 
theft. He also said that they all owned one chief or leader, 
to whom all stolen property is exhibited or submitted. 


The Nasseem Jounpore of the 15th of February, the Ukmil- 
ool Ukhbar of the 16th, and the Lawrence Gazette of the 16th, 
do not call for special notice. 


~ The Urdu Delhi Gazette of the 19th of February ales to 
the arrival of an Ambassadar from Yarkund at Lahore, who 
has brought letters to the Governor-General, the Lieutenant-. 
Governor of the Punjab, and to Her Majesty: Queen Victoria. 


The Khair Khwah Panjab of the 2nd week of February 
and the Mojid-am of the 15th do not call for special notice,. .> 

The Noor-ool-Absar of the 15th of February: ‘publishes an 
‘account of Allahabad, and remarks upon its scanty population, ” 
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notwithstanding that it,is the seat of the Government,’ North- 
Western Provinces. - The writer proceeds to- point: out the 
improvements effected.in other places—Muttra, Bareilly, Cawn- 
pore, &c.,—and. says that the officers of these places have. im- 
proved them very much ‘ but,that immediately after the mutiny. 
Allahabad was made the seat of Government, and very: little 
improvement has taken plaee in it. The writer goes.on te say: 
that the place is like a cantonment for troops, with nothing: 
save huts to be seen. That.visitors who arrive. expect: to see: 
semething superior in the station which is theseat of: Govern-. 
ment,; but he is soon alive to the reality, when he finds nothing 
but rotten huts, filthy lanes and streets, and he. wonders how 
such a place can really be the seat of Government. * Indepen- 
dent of minor ills, the writer says, that cultivated ground i is 
quite close to the station, and that when the fields are being 
manured, the stench is sufficient to sicken ali who. ‘are not 
accustomedtoit.. He thinks that under existing circumstances,. 
it is not. to be expected that the population and: prosperity of 
the station should increase ; but that now the railway is about: 
to be opened throughout, prospects will be brighter and trade 
flourish, when the city will be something-like. The writer: 
goes on to say that. ‘‘ there are many persons in the city who- 
are ready to purchase land, but they do not know what portion: 
will be kept up and what portion is “‘ forbidden land ;’’. and. 
after settling down, it is inconvenient to be obliged to give up 
the land they settle on, so they go. into crowded lanes, &c., to 
‘build houses, whence much of the evil arises. ‘‘ If the Muni- 
cipal Committee would draw out a plan of all the waste land 
around the city, with itslimits, and issue some sort of a guide 
to the public to enable them to select spots on which. to settle, 
this difficulty would in a measure be got over; and if land was’ 
‘allowed to gentlemen for building dwelling-houses, as is the. 
case in Kutchpvorwa,. a good. Settlement would be. made.” 
~The writer draws attention to the ‘bazaar’? which runs 
from. the-**Ghowk” to “‘ Khuidabad;”” and says that it would 
be better to: betiat houses there’ thea alow he cultivaiton which 
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appears in some places ; and he says, if they have not the means 
of building there, the Government-ought to ‘ take those houses 
and sell to those who can afford to take them, which would not 
be going against the regulations.” - Finally, he says, “ with 


very little care, all these unsightly places would disappear,” 
and he thinks that a gentleman like Mr. Johnston is required 


for the arrangements. He concludes by pointing out other 


places where great improvements are needed, which he thinks 
might be effected if the sme ine Committee would but act. 


in the matter. 


The Oudh Ukhbar of the 15th of February publishes an 
account of a ‘‘ Suttee ”’ at the village of Sekunderpoor, Tehseel 
Shahabad, in the Hurdui District, on the 8lst of January. 
The writer says that the “‘ Suttee” took place, and the parti- 
culars are as follows:—A Brahmin having died, his widow pre- 
pared to sacrifice herself on the funeral pile. The news soon 
spread, and many people flocked to the spot. Atl o’clock in the 
day, the watchman of the place gave notice to the Thannah of 
Shahabad that a woman wasabouttoburn herself. The Inspec- 
tor lost no time in proceeding to the spot, but on the road he 
was told that the sacrifice had already been made ; he therefore 
wrote to the Thannahdar ordering him. to repair to the spot ; 
but it was all too late. The Deputy Commissioner then went 
to the scene of the outrage, and arrested people in the neigh- 
| bouring villages. All confessed to what had happened, and 
pointed out the people who carried the corpse of the man, at- 
tended by the widow, decked out, &ec. &e. 


> Jt is said that when she arrived at the spot, her father-in- 


law collected the wood for the fire, while other persons sup- 
plied it from time to time. When the flames rose, the woman 
sat herself on the pyre with her husband’s corpse, and calling 
her late husband’s brother, whispered: something in his ear, 
giving him the nose-ring from her nose. She then called out 


to him to take care of her young and only child, gave him her | 


blessing, and told the people tolight the pyre. Her father-in- 
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law set it alight; and when the flames surrounded her, the un- 
fortunate woman called out ‘‘ Sita pal raghoram,’’ and was soon 
burntto ashes. According to the evidence collected, some fifteen 
men were arrested for aiding and abetting in this crime! and 
two women, who decked out the poor woman, were also arrested— 
only those who looked on were set free. The Deputy Com- 
missioner, ‘under the impression that the spot where the 
‘‘ Suttee” took place might be made sacred, caused the ashes 
to be removed and the place filled with the bones of dead 
animals, and, turning to the offenders, he said very angrily— 
‘now go and worship this place. After this he attached the 
estate of the Lumberdar, seized the chowkeedar (watchman), 
and gave orders for the Inspector to bring on the criminals. 
They arrived at Shahabad the following day, and were made 
over for trial. Let us see what punishment will be inflicted. 
The great pity is that in the village are some 10 or 12 houses— 
all the owners have been arrested, and little children have 
left ; the village has been attached by the Government. Let 
as see how God will provide for them.” 


The Nujmool Ukhbar of the 16th of February does not re- 
quire special notice. 


The Dubdabba Sekundree of the - of February alludes 
to the assassination of the French news-writer Mons. Noir by 
*¢ a Prince of France,” and the excitement ateeneing it. 


ae tom remarks are published concerning the trial of the 
officer of the 79th Highlanders who accidentally caused the 
death of a Native mason at Delhi. The writer considers the 
infliction of Rs. 300 fine'a:very inadequate punishment. He 
says ~“S Wah! what excellent: justice has been dealt out. In the 
first instance we wrote —‘ let us see how the criminal, by reason 
of his caste, is allowed to get off, or whether. he. will: get the 
punishment he deserves.’ If this charge had been against a 
Native, who had assaulted a European, God only knows how 
far it: would have gone.: ‘We cannot understand for whom the 
“Penal Code was feamed, and who are free from itslaws,’’ &c., &c. 


(-@ j 
The Mofid-ool Anam of the 17 th of Rebruary dc does not: call 


for special notice. 


The Biddia Bilase of the 5th of He, ‘in the fats 
of Umritsur News, complains of the distress suffered by the 
people of that city in consequence of famine and disease; and. 
the writer upbraids the authorities for leyivng taxes at such a 
time. He says,—“ The most destructive of all is the Income-tax 
and the tax on conveyances ; but besides all this another new 
misfortune is about to befal us in the shape of a tax on every 
square yard of land inhabited in this city. All the poor inhabi- 
tants are greatly disheartened by all this, and it is expected 
that if this is really to be the state of things, the city will soon 
become a wilderness.” : 


The Punjabi Ukhbar of the 18th of February and the 
Ukhbar Alum of the 17th do not call for special notice. 


The Marwar Gazette of the 7th of February, alluding to 
the statue of Her Majesty the Queen, which the Guikwar has 
got out from England, to place on the ‘esplanade at Bombay 
during His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh’s visit to 
that place, says, ‘‘the Maharajah must be under the impression 
that the English are very much pleased by such acts; but we 
know how much more gratified the Government. would be if 
the work of His Hi ghness’ country was better conducted than 
by his supplying this trifle. Chiefs of Hindosthan have an idea 
that by giving dances,. and illuminating cities, the English 
Government is much pleased, whether the arrangements for the 
government of an independent state are faulty or not; but this 
is a great error, the Government care not for such displays, 
though it fully appreciates all that is beneficial. We cannot 
understand the Maharajah’s reasons for doing this. Ifthe faith 
of Swami be benefited by statues of the Queen, the least of all 
Chiefs could collect five or six such statues.” ee 


The Samai Binaude of the 15th of February, the Kab Be- 
chan. Sodha of the same date, the Ukhbar Benares of the 17th, 
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the Jugat Samachar of the 14th, and the same paper of the 
21st, do not require special notice. 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 
in this report, wiz. :— 


WHEN RE- 


‘The lst March, 1870. 


‘2 


WHERE Pous- 
No. NAME OF PAPER. i abiiins, Date. CRIVED. 
a | | a 1870. | 
1 | Benares Gazette, »o» | Benares, vee | Jany., 24th | Febry.,20th 
2 | Social Science Congress, | Jeypore, ..» | Febry., 4th » 16th 
3 | Dubdubba Sekundree, ... | Rampore, me ‘i 7th » 16th 
4 | Malwa Ukhbar, — eee | Indore, ‘is ys 9th » 16th 
& | Punjabee Ukhbar, _ ee | Lahore, — - >»  tth » 16th 
6 | Allygurh Institute Gazette, | Allygurh, ... »  Ilith » 16th 
7 | Unjumun Hind, »- | Lucknow, ~ » 12th »» 16th 
8 | Rohilkhund Ukhbar, _... | Moradabad, ... » 2208 » 16th 
9 | Julwatoor, ... | Meerut, “ » 14th » 16th 
10 | Mujma-ool Bharain, _... | Loodiana, ‘ » 10th » 17th 
11 | Koh-i-Noor, »»- | Lahore, eee » 12th 5» 17th 
12 | Karnama, »» | Lucknow, bee » 14th » 18th 
13 | Sholatoor, ». | Cawnpore, ... »» 16th » 18th 
14 | Nusseem Jounpore, _... | Jounpore, _—_... ys 5 18th 
15. | Okmil-ool Ukhbar, eee | Delhi, eee » 16th » 18th 
16 | Lawrence Gazette, ... | Meerut, vee » 16th 5 18th 
17 | Oordoo Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, - ee 19th 9» . 19th 
18 | Khair Khwah Punjab, ». | Goojranwalla, ... 9nd week. » 19th 
19 } Moofid-am, [| Agta, . oan », 15th 9» 20th 
20 |. Noor-ool Absar, .. | Allahabad, ... » 15th » 20th 
21 | Oudh Ukhbar, «| Lucknow, ..{|. , 15th] ,, 20th 
22 | Nujm-ool Ukhbar, vee | Meerut, is » 6th] ,, 20th 
23 | Dubdubba Sekundree, ...| Rampore, _... » 14th »  2lst 
24 | Moofid-ool Anam, . .. | Futtehgurh, ... 9» ith »  2lst 
25 | Bhiddia Bilass, -- | JumMmMoo, a » StB 5» 22nd 
26 | Punjabee Ukhbar, _... | Lahore, a » 18th » 22nd 
27 | Ukhbar Alum, © aos | SEONG, seas » S71 Beee 
28 | Marwar Gazette, »» | Joudhpore,... . 7th »  i6th 
29 | Samai Binaude, .- | Nynee Tal, . ... » thi ,. 8a 
30 |Kab Buchan Sodha, _... | Benares, “ » 15th >» 18th 
31 | Ukhbar Benares, se. | Benares, “lt na. »» -— 20th. 
32 | Jagat Samachar, ... | Meerut, us » 4th] , 22nd 
33 Ditto, a Ditto, wl nw’ Beet sl ee 
(True translation, ) 
GEORGE WAGENTREIBER, 
Government Repor ter on the Vernacular Press, 
‘DELHI: Upper India. 


